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NET ZERO EMISSION MINING CHALLENGE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.06 am]: I rise to inform the house 
of the Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia’s net zero emission mining challenge. Applications are 
now open for a $1 million competitive funding round that aims to support research proposals that address challenges 
to reducing emissions in the mining industry. Small to medium enterprises in the mining equipment, technology 
and services sector are invited to apply for co-funding across three research priority themes that focus on supporting 
data-driven decisions, innovative mining and processing technology, and the optimisation of energy utilisation. 
I also encourage these businesses to participate in the Innovate to Grow program run by CSIRO and Practera, 
which has now commenced. This self-paced, online learning program will guide up to 25 METS leaders to develop 
innovative solutions to a business challenge related to net zero emission mining in Western Australia. Participants 
will complete the program with a business case and draft funding proposal. 
To further support participating SMEs, the McGowan government, through MRIWA, is offering a total of $500 000 
to eligible program participants to develop their solutions towards implementation. These small-scale grants of 
between $20 000 and $50 000 will require matched funding and will be subject to an application process following 
completion of the program. 
METS is a vital part of the resources sector supply chain. The McGowan government is committed to supporting 
research and development in Western Australia’s mining sector to ensure that it remains a world leader in the 
METS sector. As part of MRIWA’s net zero emission mining challenge, this funding will support the diversification 
of our state’s economy and progress research on overcoming the challenges to decarbonise the mining sector. On 
behalf of the McGowan government, I encourage all eligible small businesses to apply. 
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